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Abstract  

 
Purpose – The main aim of this article was to analyze and evaluate EU legislation 

concerning the concept of circular economy. Throughout the paper the author presents the main 

aims and challenges pertaining to the implementation, by the member states, of the directives 

implementing the concept of circular economy into the EU legal system by discussing the 

legislative steps necessary to take within the next years, on the basis of Polish waste 

management system.  

Design/methodology/approach – Methodologically the present research focused on the 

legislation of European Union and some recent initiatives that had been undertaken by Poland 

and other EU Member States in the area of waste management.  

Findings – Practical implementation of circular economy into the legal order of EU member 

state law remains one of the most fundamental, albeit complex challenges posed to the domestic 

legislators. A number of wide-ranging but extremely meticulous and well-thought actions are 

necessary for implementing the ambitious provisions of the amended directives regulating the 

waste management framework on the Community level. Worth mentioning have been, for 

example, solutions limiting the generation of waste, introducing improved systems for selective 

collection, and finally allowing wider-ranging reuse of the generated waste in subsequent 

manufacturing processes. The huge amount of the necessary changes will indubitably lead to the 

necessity of deep changes to the approach towards the waste management model, equally by the 

public administration bodies, the businesses and entities within the branch of waste 

management, as well as common citizens. Thus only such comprehensive approach shall actually 

provide implementation of the concept of circular economy in everyday life of the Europeans.  

Research limitations/implications – The present paper has presented the main problem 

areas concerning the implementation of circular economy based on   the Polish legal system. It is 

neither a wide nor a comprehensive analysis of the necessary modifications to all the normative 

acts; however, it is an attempt to encapsulate  globally  the main problem areas, which all of the  

member states implementing circular economy to their respective legal orders have to face.  

Practical implications – Establishment of effective waste management system via 

implementation of circular economy concept within the next years remains a challenge for all of 
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the European Union member states. Therefore the discussions within the present paper are 

added value due to presenting problem areas for the implementation of new Community 

regulations and due to discussing prospective legislative solutions within the abovementioned 

area.  

Originality/Value – The present paper is an innovative attempt to encapsulate the main 

problem areas and to find the key challenges posed to the Community member states 

implementing the concept of circular economy. Throughout the paper, the author attempts to 

present the directions of the desired and necessary legislative changes for the implementation. 

Taking into consideration the current relevance and relative novelty of this research area this 

publication represents a substantive added value and might be a starting point for further, more 

comprehensive research.  

Keywords: circular economy, waste management, recycling 

Research type: research paper. 

 

  


